The Japanese Taiko tradition is an ancient art which has successfully
reinvented itself for the 20th Century. Sri Peter Lockett offers a brief
history of Japanese drumming and explores some choice rhythms
with Joji Hirota.

twas the mthuence of Chinese and Korean culture hetween trom a 16" by 18" shell to a staggering &' by seven 7', The
the 5th and Bth Centuries thar started the hall rolling, smaller weighs a hefty 20 kilos while the larger cannot be lifted
There are records fronn the Sth Century of musicians from by two prown men, The cost of these drams is alsa plgantic

Korea artending an Emperor's funeral ceremany. Tn the 8ch they can cost anything from £3.000 ro £30,000. The miva

daike s a double headed drom which has thick cow
hide mailed on either end wirth a double row of
heftv tacks. “Miva' means ‘temple’ o Cslirine’

Century Buddhise services began to be held in the
Tapanese emples. It was during those few centuries thar

most of the origing of Tpanese percussion arrived in
Japan. From then on the [apanese made it their own,
MCOIPOTATINE it in their tradiional music and theatre,
such as Gagaku, Nogaku, Bunraku, and Kabuki.
Festival music { Matsuri Bayashi) also contributed o

the refinement of technigues and musical forms.

while ‘daike’ means ‘drum’ | ‘miko’ when not
linked to another qualifving word). This
drum, like all Tapanese droms, is renowned
for its power to cleanse rhe air of evil spirits,
and is therefore radioonally found in maost
However, professional drumming has only temples. It is most recognisable to westerners
really flourished in Japan since 1 cerrain group
of drummers was formed on Sado Island in the
‘00s. Orniginally they were called Ondekao-7a
which means Devil Drum - “dewil” being used

as the huge drum scen used by the Kodo

drumaners, The smaller drums can be stood on
a wooden stand like a floor rom whilst the larger
ones are placed horzontally on hefry stands
iremically in the same manner as we use “evil”,
SHIME-DATKO
(tight /high drom)

The shime-daike is the equi

Afler some ome, there was a divide in
musical approaches. and s Lthe
group spht o two = Ondeko
Faand Kodo,

Fefore this, there were

valent of the Western snare

drum, bur without the
very Tew professional dram- ., snares (‘shime” tran
ming proups in Japan,

but they soon became

4 slating anrer *right”™ as in
7 skin tensionl. Nizes can
range from 13" o 14" in
diamerer and 6" decp. The

solid shell 18 made trom

popular, and now there
are uver 400 professio-
nal proups, cach con-
sisling of berween four
andd 12 performers,

maple ar cherrywond and
welghs approximarcly four
kiles, Prices range from
£2,000 upwards, dep-

.‘ll"l“'.lifl!{"S [Mmearc.
Four Main Types Of ending on how good the
Drrume:
MIYA-DATEO
{temple drum)

Carved trom a single
picce of Japanese ¢lm,
the miya-daiko can range

wood is and how elabo
rately the shell has been
\!I."'I'I:H'a'lrll,'l.'l L‘r_'.-' il Elfﬂli‘.:vl.,
althaugh not all shime-daikos
arc decorated, The two heads are
made from thick cow skin and laced



»  towether with hemp rope — nowadays a2 misture of corron and

nvlon is wsed. The drum is pulled to tension just hefore a
performance; this tensioning has even heen made parr of the
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painstakingly pull the drums to tension, aided by the bashing
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when 1t was used in the Nah theatre, and larcr where it was
wsed in popular Kabuki music The drum is supported
LH1 A 5|:||;_1||_ \I,'I:_h:_ldl_'j] ‘,L'<'|_|_'|L‘| 1yl [‘llw‘ 'H('Ii'rl' \‘.'11‘|'| l‘]'lf.'. }‘?'.1‘3’{'2I‘ kl‘.l';.‘\:!'il.'lg
to play, Generally this deom s not wsed in Gaga courr music

ur in slirines,

HIRA DATKO (slender framed drum}

This drwm can range from 24" by 10" ro 1.2 metres by 18"
and can weigh anvthing from five o 3 kilos. The solid shell 1
:||1,|_|:,|_|: [rien l"1|_|.15'|_|;$|_‘ |j‘||1‘| or 1'I'I.1'|'.|]|' and has eow hide nailed in
pusition on both sides. Like the shime-daiko, prices go from
£2.000 upwards depending on the qualire of the wood and the
clecoration.

This drum was primarily used in Gapaku, roval court
music, but not in the NMoh Thearre {*Gagaku’ derived from
‘pat tpentle’ Melegant’, and
fgaku®  fmusic’) This drum is
somelimes found in popular
music and sometimes in shrines,
althougl oot as much as
the miva-daika, Tradirionally,
this is a hanging drum and
15 suspended from a framewark

by metal rings

QEEDO (barrel drum)

This drum 15 a rope tensioned
barrel drom and can vary in size
from 16" by 18" to &' hy 7'.
The smaller omes can he held
aronnd the neck on oa strap and
can be plaved wirh rwao sricks,
sometimes one on each cnd.
This technique is noted as being
more Korean than it is Japancse.
The shells are much lighrer than
the miya-daika, and are norc
made from one picce of wood
bt from slars, ke a harecl. The
larger droms are supporred
almost horizoneally on a srand
and are rthen plaved ar one end
only or with a plaver ar cach
end. This drum is primarily
fomnd in local folk music and

popular music.

CHAPA (small cymbals)
Small brass evmbals varving in size from 7" o L0, Plaved m
a similar manner ro orchestral cymbals but with more of a tine
keeping funcrion, there are 2 lot of techmiques Tor this
instrurment, and it 18 somenmes used as a selo mstrument,

KANE {or shoke in the Japanese orchestra)

This popular rime keeping device is made from “blue broage’
and is playved with a small beater, the head of which 15 made
from warer buttalo horn. The head of the beater s moved
berween the two opposite mside rims of the Kane and

sometimes the inside surface. In the Gagaku orchestra it i
supported on 1 decorated stand and played with rwo beaters,

STICKS

L'hese can be an unbelievable four inches (yes, four inches)
thick by S0cin long. Typical sticks would be made from oak
and would be 40 cm long, 28" thick and weigh approximarely
200 grams each.

One peculiar stick sometimes found in Japan is a leng thin
stick not dissamilar to a headmaster’s cane.

The thicker the stick the more it 18 held in a fist like manner.
The dumer the stick the mere the fulerum is created berween
the thumb and first finger. TTeavy playing 15 very imporrant, so

the Culcrwm is never fews dainty,
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