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The Mridangam -

Last month we covered the four basic heginner's strokes on
mndangam, namaky “Tha'. ‘Thi’. ‘Tum' and “Nam’. This month we will
add the stroke "Ki, alias 'Ka', and incorporate it into some idicmalic
straxa combmabons
It must be noted that these arboles are merely an introduction to the
drun gnd dre in ne way 10 bé considencd a full sludy. The complexities
of South Indian drumming and techniques on drums such as the
mridangam, could fill
a sl ol eneyelope-
diag many times over.
This set of articles is
mierely @ snapshot,
Figg. 1 and 2 show wo
angles of the 'KV
{alias “Ka') slroke.
Quita oftan in both
Morth and Scouth
Indien drumming, the
same stroke s ndi-
catad by A dilfarant
phonele syliable. It
is also commaon for
the same syllabla to
he iepresented by a
different strokeo. 11
sounds complicated
but becomes conlext-
ually galf-evident in
the same way that
Fig. 1 'KI' pllas ‘Wa' stroke n the English lang-
vane, if | wore o say
through’, it would not be avident whether | huad said ‘throwgh' o thraws’
without it being apphied (o 8 contaxt.
The *Ki' strake is playod with all four fingers flat on the hass snd of the
drum. They should hit just inside he thick rim of the drum and be laft
on the head for a millisecond. unlike the Tum® siroke. [he hand should
move backwands and lurwards betwean the strokes. The drom shouid
remain firmby in the playing position, See Fig.
3 for an averbaad vicw of the playing position.
Right then, an to soma music
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Fig. 2 'K alias 'Ka®
stroke (vivwed
werlizally b ahe




MNote to Ex 1 & examples using 'K! DA TA KA' ;-
'KI' & "KA" ARE THE SAME: DA = THA TA = THI
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THA THI  THA THI THA THI THA TUM TUM THA KI DA 1A K&

Ex 2

id o ST ST T

THA  THI  THA THI THA KA THA TUM TUM THA KI DA TA KA
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THA KA THA THI KI DA TA K4 MAM THA TUM TUM KI DA TA KA

Note to Ex 4 & examples using ' THA RI K] DA’ :-
Rl =THI DA =THA ... Sorry!!l Thal's just how il is.
Even so, P'm making il as simple as possible.

Ex 4
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HAM THA TUM TUM THA Rl Kl DA THA  TUM KlI DA TA KA

Ex S
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KI DA ThA K& THA RI Kl D& HNAM THA TUM TUM TH4 Rl KI D&

Ex &
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TUM THA TUM TUM THA TUM TURM THA HAM THA TUM TUM THA Al KI DA

ExT

THA Rl KI D& THA Rl Kl D4 HAM KA THA KA THA Rl KI DA

Mote to Ex 8 & examples using ' THA Rl Kl DA' -
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