tom hand to drum

HAND DRUM TECHNIQUES

FROM AROUND THE WORLD 'S v e

We'll finish off owr brwel look at this styie af lrame drumming by looking at
a faw traditional Middla Eastermn rhythms Invalving the sirokes wea've
learml ever tha last two articles,

To begin with we'll reduce each rhwthim Lo s skelatal structure und bulld
them up i slages. I've sphl hoso stages inte four lovels. Level Ona is
lhe ‘base’ or basic skelelal structure. Lovel Two is what I've called ihe
opan’ level where all the gaps in the grevious lavel have been filled with
ghost nules but the mvthm still feels spacious and gpen, Laval Throo is
tha 1/2 closad level where wae are beginning to add a few cxlia notes at
straledgic points In thea thythm (this lavel is hased on what a DEF player
might play.} Leval Four is the closed lovel where all the unshiessoed semi
quaverns ae played

Cur lirst rhythm will be a popular Middle Eastom dythm callad BALLADI
or FALLAMI

Ex 1 Balladi or Fallahi
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(172 closed, using Dum, Tek & Slap)
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Maxt wo'll logk art the common Middie Eastern 9/8 called
KAHSILLAMAS,
Ex 2 Karsilamas
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Mext a mwihm well associatad with Eastern European music. IU's called
KOPANITSCR and o i&in 1178

Ex 3 Kopanitsor
{Divided 252/3/2/2)
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Mow we'll o on to seme simple 708 palloms, Qemambar, the melody
and phrasing of the rhythm comes from (he subtlaty af the unslressed
nites, allowing the shiong baats 1o sing aut. Dan't try lo achieva this by
tarcing the stressed beats too much

Ex 4 (7 beat rhythms using Dum, Tek & Slap)
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{Four beat phrase from Ex 4 displaced)
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Belore | finish this article 'l briefly cover the speaking tone as played on

Phatos: A, Ecclestons

Glide second finger
across skin

Fig. 1

the frame drum. This
can be a particularly
interesting sound, gilher
incorporated into rhythms
or used as a sound eiact
e gehigve this sound we
first need ta hraca the
thumb against the inside
lip uf the second finger as
in Fig. 1.

Ihe finger will need to be
malstenesd, sither with
water, or wilh the sub-
stence bank tellers usa 1o
count 50 nales. This
laler substance would be
of banafit If you ware
playing an Indian drum
because it iz deemad bad
farm 1o lick your lingar
and touch a drum, It |5
alzga bad farm in Indian
circles to louch drums
with your feat, It's Int-

Hl*bllnt_] l» note how each culture has its cwn taboos. For example, in
Japan, It's bad farm to tap drum sticks togelher or to hit drums without

fully prepanng “spintually” belorehand,

Aryway. the erect moist fingar, Braced by the rigid thumb, is rubbed
firmly acrass the skin causing friction and hopefully the desired tona. It
redlly i3 & matter of wrlal and error. Look at the photo and manoeuvre

You molst pinkis inan
inspinzc way.

Hasla luego, if's mid-
night. my train has
jusl lett Valladolid
and I'm knackarad
If anybody knows
where this place is,
then yveu could win
the original manu-
script for this article,
yas.  the onginal
manuscript, Angwers
should ba wnttan an
a E50.00 note




