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tom hand to drum

HAND DRUM TECHNIQUES

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

This month we're gaing to canclude aur look al the Morth Indian dholak by
locking al an allernative way of playing, using a ring on the thumb ol (he
hand which plays the treble head. Any metal ring — a kay ring. for
exEmple — can ba usad, Just as long as it fits tightly on the thumb, as in
Fig. 1.

The basic technigue involvas tapping the ring on the sidoe of the shell
while the inside of the litthe and ring fingers strikes the edge of the eble
This ean ke slightly more tricky on & bull-lensioned dholak, hacaues it
Cell be easy i strike your thumb an the bofts, Begin by slriking the ringed
thumb on the edge of (he shell, 8z in Fig. 2

The next step |s to begin practising striking the inside of the fingars on the
edge of the head, a3 in Fig. 3

These are the two basie slrokes articulated by the right hand on the troblo
head. Mow bagin warking on these basic pallerns Tor the right hand:
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Mow we can begin 1o integrate the l&ll hand bass tones into soma of
thaza pattarns. You might ramember the names of some of these rhylhms
from previous articles. This Is because thésa are soma of the most
camman rhythms found in Morlh Indian folk music, like our basic 44 and
6/8 rhythmic framewnrks, Good luck and FIl see you next time o & bil ol
Soulh Indian Naveur,
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