PETE LOCKETT –  INTRODUCTION TO TABLA LESSON 5

RELLA COMPOSITION

We can now go on to our first ‘RELLA’. You already know all the strokes for this Rella. All that needs to be clarified is a new word that is introduced to represent the one-fingered ‘TE’ stroke.

Quite simply, ‘TE TE’ becomes ‘TE RE’. The fingering is still 3/1 and you play exactly the same thing as ‘TE TE’. One of the reasons for this change is so that the composition rolls of the tongue more easily and rhymes.

Also, ‘NA’ has been changed to ‘TA’ for the same reason. 

Also, as we know, ‘KE’ and ‘KA’ are both used to represent the same stroke.

RELLA:
16 beats (This Rella has no resonant ‘GE’ strokes.)

(THEME)

TE RE KE TETA KA  TA KATA  KA TE RE KE TE TA KA
TE RE KE TE TA KA TA KA TA KA TE RE KE TE TA KA

Variation 1


TE RE KE TE TAKATAKATE RE KE TE TAKATAKA
TE RE KE TE TAKATAKATAKATE RE KE TETAKA

Variation 2


TETETETEKETETAKATAKATEREKETETAKA
TE TETETE KETETAKATAKATEREKETETAKA

Variation 3


TERE KETETAKETE RE KETETAKATE REKETE
TAKATERE KETETAKATAKATEREKETETAKA

Variation 4      

TAKATEREKETETAKATAKATEREKETETAKA

TAKATE REKETETAKATAKATEREKETETAKA

Tihai conclusion

TE RE KE TETA KA  TA KATA  KA TE RE KE TE TA  KA   DHA   -   -    -  

TE RE KE TETA KA  TA KATA  KA TE RE KE TE TA  KA   DHA   -   -    -  

TE RE KE TETA KA  TA KATA  KA TE RE KE TE TA  KA   DHA  (1st Beat)
RHYTHM ON SMALLER DRUM (Using ‘Tin’ and ‘Na’)
A new bol ‘TIN’

‘Tin’ is played on the treble drum with the hand in the same position as for the ‘NA’ stroke. The difference is that the drum must be struck on the inside ring, the ring between the black spot, (The Gab) and the outside ring, (The Kani). This inside ring is called the ‘Sur’. The second finger is raised and the third and fourth rest on the drum as in the ‘NA’ stroke.

This bol should sound like ‘NA’ but with a little most bass and resonance. If anything it is like a cross between ‘NA’ and ‘THUN’. (However, make sure your resting fingers stay in contact with the head and not raised like for the ‘THUN’ stroke.)

The bols ‘TIN’ and ‘NA’ play a very important role in playing rhythms on the Tabla. When ‘TIN’ and ‘GE’ are played together, it is called ‘DHI’. (Sometimes it is also known as ‘DHIN’ similar to the stroke involving THUN + GE.)
NA TIN TIN TIN NA TIN TIN TIN

NOW WE’LL ADD THE BASS TABLA

DHA TIN TIN TIN NA DHIN DHIN TIN

The main classical tals are structured using this ‘TIN’ stroke.  For example, Teen tal which is the main sixteen beat time cycle.

DHA DHIN DHIN DHA

DHA DHIN DHIN DHA

NA   TIN    TIN    TA

TA    DHIN DHIN DHA
For this time cycle DHIN is TIN + GE and not the open THUN stroke.

